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has probably instructed many Americans, who, before reading 
it, imagined that they were already at home in the subjects of 
which it treats ; and it is to be hoped, that its circulation abroad, 
while it will not abate one jot from the deep damnation to which 
the dishonesty of the repudiating demagogues has doomed them, 
will yet put a check upon the tongues of the ignorant and su- 
percilious scoffers, who join in the hue and cry of wholesale na- 
tional calumny, and live by running down the reputations of 
those who are better than themselves. 

The topics of this letter cannot here be discussed ; but its un- 
common merits, both of matter and manner, demanded this 
notice, if nothing more. It has been so generally read, com- 
mented on, and admired, that there is the less occasion to indicate 
its claims upon the favorable attention of the public, otherwise 
than in this general way. 



6. — 1 . A Grammar of the Greek Language. Part First. Syn- 
tax. By Alpheus Crosby, Professor of the Greek Lan- 
guage and Literature in Dartmouth College. Boston : 
James Munroe & Co. 1844. 12mo. pp. 487. 

2. A Narrative of the Expedition of Cyrus the Younger, 
and of the Retreat of the Ten Thousand, by Xenophon of 
Athens. Edited by Alpheus Crosby. Boston : James 
Munroe & Co. 1844. 12mo. pp. 282. 

The first portion of this Grammar has been published some 
time. The present contains the syntax of the Attic, and Com- 
mon Dialects of the Greek Language. Some objection may, 
perhaps, be made to the separation of the Attic, to such an ex- 
tent, from the older forms of the language ; but putting this aside, 
no scholar can read the present work without feeling that the 
subject is treated with masterly clearness, and a most philoph- 
ical arrangement. The principles are stated with elegance and 
precision, and the examples used to illustrate them are admirably 
selected and applied. The strictest scientific method is carried 
through the work ; and we cannot but regard the labors of Pro- 
fessor Crosby, whose scholarship is marked by an accuracy of 
judgment no less conspicuous than the delicacy of his taste, as 
honorable to his own attainments and to the literary character of 
our country. What a contrast is presented between the gram- 
mars of Sophocles and Crosby, and the meagre and mechanical 
compends, by the aid of which the unfortunate youth of a past 
generation were reluctantly compelled to drudge at their repul- 
sive task. 
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One peculiar feature in Mr. Crosby's plan is the selection of a 
particular work — the Anabasis of Xenophon — as a model to 
illustrate the principles of construction laid down in the gram- 
mar. He has published a very neat and correct edition of the 
text of this favorite work, as a companion to the grammar. 
There is much to commend in a scheme so well compacted and 
so complete in all its parts as this. Mr. Crosby promises a gram- 
mar of the dialects and an edition of the Odyssey to follow ; it is 
to be hoped he will be encouraged to go on with his work ; for 
few men are so well qualified, by nature and education, for these 
critical pursuits. 



7. — A New and Complete French and English, and English 
and French Dictionary, on the Basis of the Royal Dic- 
tionary ; compiled by Professors Fleming and Tibbins. 
Prepared, with Additions, by J. Dobson. Philadelphia : 
Carey and Hart. 1844. 8vo. pp. 1376. 

We have copied but a small part of the title of this bulky vol- 
ume, as the whole of it would fill a page. It is a work of so 
much merit, that we are sorry the editor has fallen into the prac- 
tice, too common now-a-days, of turning the whole table of con- 
tents into the title-page of a book, and stuffing it with all the trite 
epithets of a puffing vocabulary. A complete and accurate dic- 
tionary of the French language, in addition to the mere compen- 
dious manuals used in schools, was much needed among us, and 
this volume appears to supply the deficiency in a very satisfactory 
manner. It is compiled with care from standard works of the 
highest authority. The list of words is very full, embracing the 
technical terms of most frequent use in the various sciences, and 
the definitions and illustrations seem to be accurate and well 
chosen. The use of a dictionary is at all times a most trying 
occupation for weak eyes, and its mechanical execution, there- 
fore, is a point of great importance. We are happy to find, that 
the print and paper of this volume are unexceptionable, the type 
being of good size and quite well defined, and the impression 
bold and distinct. We hope the publishers may be rewarded by 
the general adoption of the work as a standard of reference for 
students of the French language. 



